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LEGAL AID & CHILD ASSISTANCE

2021 -2022: 

• 796 referrals of CSA cases forwarded by the CWCs, CSOs, Police, CCIs and 
Individuals. 

• Psycho-social support extended to 792 cases.

• 87 children represented before various JJBs, Sessions Courts and High Court 

of Delhi

• 26 cases disposed - 14 convictions, 7 acquittals, 4 abated and 1 PO 

(Proclaimed Offender) assigned. 

• 13 appeals filed in High Court out of which 11 are in bail matters.

Current number of children receiving legal assistance cum psycho-social 
support  - 322



RESTORATIVE CARE FOR CHILD VICTIMS OF 

SEXUAL ABUSE
2021-22:

Emotional/psychological support - 153 cases, out of which counselling support was 

provided in 143 cases largely through in-house counsellors. Efforts are ongoing in 10

cases.

Educational support - Assistance to 43 children to continue education through regular 

school or NIOS and/or vocational training courses. Need is fully met in 16 cases and 

efforts are ongoing in 27 cases.

Medical support - Medical needs ranging from assistance for safe abortion to safe 

delivery, injuries and infections in private parts due to the incident identified and met in 

55 cases. Efforts ongoing in 4 cases.

Paralegal support - 35 children provided para-legal support in the form of, testimony 

preparation, including pre-trial visits to the courts where necessary, helping with 

procuration of identity documents such as Aadhar Card. Efforts ongoing in n 41 cases.



* RESTORATIVE CARE (CONTD.)

Support for shelter-protection - Shelter protection needs fully met in 16

cases by way of helping families file complaints in case of threats, applying for 

witness protection and placing the child and their siblings in a shelter home 

where the home environment was hostile for them, especially in incest cases, 

rent support due to difficulties arising on account of the COVID pandemic. 

Efforts to provide Shelter-protection needs are on-going in 4 cases.

Financial support – Secured interim compensation in 18 cases and final 

compensation in 10 cases. Additional 30 cases received interim compensation 

through follow-up on application filed by other agencies. 

Parents’ Support Group – One meeting with the parents group was held on 22 

March, 2022 in which 13 parents participated. Individual counselling of 

mothers and other family members has taken place in 10 cases.



Published and disseminated “Budget for Children 2022-23 
Pushed & Juggled Beyond The Margins” 

Children in India receive the lowest share of financial 
allocations made in the last 11 years. 

The share of Budget for Children (BfC) is a meagre 2.35 per 
cent of the total Union Budget 2022-2023(BE), a reduction of 
0.11 percentage points from the share in 2021-22 Union 
Budget (BE).

While the overall Union Budget increased by 13.25 per cent 
in 2022-23, a further reduction in the share of children, 
especially when the country is battling with COVID-19 
situation, is beyond explanation. 

Despite the numerous challenges posed by the COVID-19 on 
school education, the overall budget for child education has 
seen a decline this year. Similar trends can be witnessed for 
Child Health and Child Development as well.

BUDGET FOR CHILDREN (BFC)



CHILDREN AND  MINING

HAQ: Centre for Child Rights has come out with a comprehensive report 
titled, “DMFT Funds: Need to Prioritize Rights of Children in Mining Areas”.

The report specifically looks at the situation of children and the efficacy of 
DMFT in six mining districts in three states of Andhra Pradesh, Chhattisgarh 
and Uttar Pradesh. 

The report looks at the utilization of funds available with the DMFT for 
realizing their objective of improving the socio-economic conditions of 
communities living in and affected by mining. As the lives of children are 
inextricably linked to the lives of their communities, the report focuses on 
the situation of children in these areas, particularly their health, education 
and nutrition, while exploring the possibilities of prioritizing child rights in 
planning and utilization of DMFT funds.



National Consultation on Mine Workers’ Rights and 

Access to District Mineral Fund

A National Consultation “SAMVAAD” with key
stakeholders was held on 8th October 2021 at the
Indian Social Institute, New Delhi.

The National Consultation SAMVAAD took place in
“Hybrid mode” where mining affected community
members, government officials and members of
civil society organisations joined through virtual
platforms as well as physically.



Mining Newsletter

The work on the newsletters was also initiated with developing an outline of the

newsletter for its effectiveness as an advocacy tool for the district DMF Trust

authorities, elected representatives and district partners. The newsletter is

conceptualised as a medium that could highlight the issues being faced by mining

affected communities, especially children and how the DMF can play a role in

improving their conditions. Towards this end, a newsletter titled “The

Under(mined)” has been published in July 2021, drawing upon the research

undertaken and experiences from the field



CHILDREN IN BRICK KILNS 

A two day National Consultation on “The Situation of Children of
Brick Kiln workers” was organised in New Delhi on 21st December
2021 followed by a meeting on “Early Childcare and Education”.
The consultation enlisted participation of 96 people, including
brick kiln owners, workers, members of trade unions, SMC,
VHSNC, Gram Pradhans among others.



Newsletter

A newsletter titled, 
“Brickwalled” was released on 
30 December,2021. 

The newsletter presents data 
from the field, good practices 
from the project and views of 
experts on critical issues with 
respect to social security, food 
sovereignty and access and 
dignity for brick kiln workers and 
their families. 



PROMOTING FINANCING & FINANCIAL ACCOUNTABILITY ON 

EDUCATION FOR GIRLS

In April 2020, Malala Fund commissioned a project on promoting financing and financial 

accountability for girl child education through budget analysis and technology based tool

Locations:

Baksa and Barpeta (Assam); Gaya and Muzaffarpur (Bihar); Bahraich and Shravasti (Uttar 

Pradesh)

In Partnership with:

North Eastern Social Research Centre (Assam), PRAXIS (Bihar) and PACE (Uttar Pradesh)

Purpose:

* To highlight the bottlenecks in financing education for girls at panchayat, district and state 

level.

* To promote budget literacy and transparency in access to budget documents with the help 

of technology. This is being done as a pilot in Uttar Pradesh in partnership with 

CivicDataLab, a tech-based organization. The tool developed for this called the  “Girls' 

Education & Well-Being Spending Tracker.”



Malala Fund COVID Support
Training on Mental Health Awareness for Community Workers and Teachers

The main objective of this training was to enable the participants to become better informed
about mental health of children, to recognise the need for intervention, to deliver Psychological
First Aid (PFA) as needed, and to either prevent school dropouts or attempt to channel children
back into the school system.

The training was conducted online via Zoom. It used a combination of facilitative, directive, and
participatory methodologies including presentations, lecture-cum-discussions, group
work/activities, role plays, panel/open house discussions, information sharing on each other’s
experiences, case studies, and snap polls.

The training was divided into three 4-hr modules, with checks for understanding and spaces for
feedback built into the design.



HAQ is a part of the National Coalition Advocating for 
Adolescent Concerns (NCAAC) which has been raising 
concerns over raising the age of marriage for girls from 
18 years to 21 years. As a member of the Coalition, HAQ 
with other members sent its submission to the Task 
Force constituted to examine the proposition.

HAQ has also sent its submission to the Parliamentary 
Standing Committee to examine the issues and concerns 
around the Prohibition of Child Marriage Bill, 2021.

In 2021, HAQ, along with other like minded 
organisations, filed an impleadment application in Aisha 
Kumari Vs. State of NCT Delhi & Ors. [W.P. (C) NO. 10945 
OF 2020] raising the concerns over making child 
marriages void ab initio. The matter is pending before 
the Delhi High Court. 

Child Marriage



Virtual Release of Unpacking Judicial

Data to Track Implementation of the

POCSO Act in Assam, Delhi & Haryana

(2012 to April 2020)



Education Sponsorship 

Programme
HAQ: Centre for Child Rights in collaboration with the Delhi Commission

for Protection of Child Rights and Vedantu (academic partner) is reaching

out to children who have lost either one or both parents to COVID through

a Sponsorship Support programme.

• 25 children are currently being supported for their education through

this programme, of whom 15 are girls and 10 are boys.

• 24 lost their father and one lost her mother, but is now without any

parent as she had lost her father a few years ago.

• 13 children who did not have a device to pursue online education now

have one.

• Vedantu has enrolled 2 students who had shared the need for additional

online education support. As the schools have opened up, many

children now prefer offline support instead of online.

The Sponsorship fund was set up with a support of INR 10 Lakh from

Vedantu for 25 children for one year. HAQ has received support from

DASRA for continuation in the second year, while Vedantu is exploring the

possibility of continuing further.



Trainings in association with DCPCR

• CWCs/JJBs – 60

• DCPOs and other ICPS Functionaries – 45

Trainings in association with Delhi Judicial Academy

• Chairpersons, Members of Child Welfare committee, Member Social Worker 

JJB, Superintendents of Observation Homes, District Child Protection 

Officers and Special Juvenile Police Unit Officers & Principal Magistrates, 

JJB – 80 (2 programmes @ 40 per programme)

• Special Court POCSO Judges, Public Prosecutors and DCW Lawyers – 100 (2 

programmes @ 50 per programme)

Trainings in association with the CRPF Academy

• Assistant Commandants to Deputy Commandants from various CAPF and 

State Police Forces – 40 (2 programmes)

Training & Capacity Building



Trainings in association with Madhya Pradesh SCPS

• CWC Chairpersons and Members – 50 

• JJB Social Worker Members - 30

Trainings for Chhattisgarh CWCs and JJBs in association with CSJ

• CWCs – 200 (3 programmes)

• Probation Officers & Social Workers – 80

Trainings in association with RIPA

• CWC members – 50

Trainings in association with Central Detective Training Institute, Jaipur / 

Rajasthan Police Academy

• Police – 70 (2 programmes)

Trainings in association with Malala Fund partners

• Staff of NGOs, School Students, Teachers, Ancillary staff and Officers of various 

Government Departments on dealing with mental well-being of children during 

COVID times - 1255

Training & Capacity Building (Other States)



HAQ in collaboration with FIRKI (sister 
organisation of Teach For India) 
developed an online module for teachers 
on the issue of child safety and POCSO. 
The modules were launched in November 
2021 where Justice Lokur was invited as 
Keynote Speaker.

Currently, the module has been adopted 
by Tamil Nadu Government and the 
modules are being localised and 
translated by FIRKI as per the request of 
Tamil Nadu Government.

Module on Child Safety for Teachers



Other Activities

* POSH and CPSP Policies for GFF partners – In the second phase, HAQ facilitated Development of 

a Comprehensive Policies on Child Safeguarding and Protection Sexual Harassment at Workplace 

for new GFF Partners and supported some old ones from the first phase. 

* CRC Alternate Report – HAQ was chosen to function as the Secretariat for the forthcoming CRC 

Alternate Report with support from a Core Group comprising Karuna Bishnoi, Enakshi Ganguly, 

Shailabh, Nicole Menezes (Leher), Swagata Raha (Enfold), Arlene Manoharan (Enfold). Role is to 

coordinate with the core group members and Regional Coordinators for the regional and national 

level processes. Some funding has been received from tdh (Germany) by Regional Coordinators. 

Secretariat is yet to receive the promised funds from UNICEF, though CRY has given seed money 

of INR 1 lakh. Collation of resources and research has been started with the help of interns and 

some HAQ staff.

* Revised Guidelines for Recording of Evidence of Vulnerable Witnesses – Contributed to the 

revision of the guidelines for recording evidence of vulnerable witnesses as part of a working 

group set up by Justice Gita Mittal in furtherance of the Supreme Court’s directions in Smruti

Tukaram Badade v. State of Maharashtra [2022 LiveLaw (SC) 80].

* PIL filed in Allahabad High Court - Based on the fact finding report on torture of minors in the 

wake of CAA-NRC protests in Uttar Pradesh and failure of the juvenile justice system to address 

the situation a PIL was filed in the Allahabad High Court in September 2020. The matter is still 

pending at the High Court.



30 Days Of Celebrating The Girl Child

The pandemic has caused a lot of challenges 

and suffering, especially for women and 

children who are more vulnerable to domestic 

violence. Women’s employment rate 

decreased, children’s education suffered, and 

the girl child’s difficulties got more 

pronounced.

Even though there is greater awareness and 

talk of equal rights, we still see many cases of 

young girls being denied basic human rights 

like education and a safe environment.

Towards this, for National Girl Child Day, HAQ 

collaborated with Oraclevolunteers to spread 

awareness about the struggles that girls face 

to get basic facilities. HAQ and 

Oraclevolunteers also collaborated for a 

special project on Christmas to get 50 girls 

basic educational resources helpful for formal 

schooling and to instil a desire to learn.



The Booklet is a compilation of inspiring stories
from various villages where girls have taken a
stand and fought against societal pressures and
practices.

The COVID pandemic has thrown special
challenges for our girls who live under adverse
circumstances even in ordinary times. While
working on the ground, HAQ learnt about
several inspiring stories from various villages
where girls took a stand and fought against
societal pressures and practices.

They faced gender discrimination and regressive
practices like child marriage, opposition to their
education, different forms of gender based
violence and neglect, and put up a brave front to
come up triumphant against all odds.

She The Change – Jan 2022



HAQ has started to bring out 

its periodic Newsletter on 

quarterly basis summarising 

main highlights in the 

particular quarter. 

This has been one of the most 

recent developments with 

the objective to increase the 

exposure and presence of 

HAQ’s work in the social 

media. The Newsletter is 

shared with funding agencies 

(present & past), individual 

donors and friends of HAQ.

HAQ Newsletter



On the eve of International Day against Child Labour, HAQ participated in a

44 day long online campaign on the issue of Child Labour titled

#ShramNahiShiksha, hosted by the Campaign Against Child Labour.

As part of the CACL, HAQ prepared a brief Status Report on Child Labour

and also prepared a “Charter of Demands” prepared by children. This

Charter of Demand was the culmination of children led processes by

members of the CACL where children expressed their demands to curb

child labour.

#ShramNahiShiksha



India is going to be reviewed this year during the 

Fourth cycle of the Universal Periodic Review at the 

UNHRC.

HAQ has submitted its Joint Stakeholder Report on 

Child Rights and highlighted various recommendations 

for the improvement of status of child rights issues.

HAQ is also a charter member and one of the 

founding members of the Working Group on Human 

Rights at India & the UN. Towards the preparation of 

CSO report of the UPR, HAQ contributed to the Joint 

Stakeholders’ Report prepared and submitted on 

behalf of the WGHR. HAQ’s contribution was for the 

Child Rights thematic area.

HAQ has been closely associated with preparation of 

the UPR Mid-Term Report as well.

Universal Periodic Review Submission at 

the UN



Social Media Management

HAQ’s social media is handled by a joint team of Ms. Anupama Bhardwaj Kalra

and Ms. Harshita Nayyar. The team apart from managing the day to day posts 

on the social media platforms also managed the entire 30 day campaign on 

Girl Child in collaboration with Oracle and is currently managing the 44 day 

campaign on child labour in collaboration with CACL.  



Other Events that HAQ was part of



External Evaluation

An independent evaluation of HAQ’s work on 

Access to Justice and Restorative Care for child 

survivors of sexual abuse  was conducted by 

InteGRAL Asia Team. This was part of a 

requirement under the project supported by the 

Azim Premji Philanthropic Initiatives (APPi) [now 

Azim Premji Foundation (APF) before renewal of 

the next grant. 

The agency was selected on the basis of 

suggestions received from staff of APF during 

their monitoring visits and after screening of 

their proposal. 

The evaluation not only showcases the impact of 

HAQ’s work in the last five years, but also helps 

reflect on previous years to chart a way forward, 

for the next five years. 



Fund Raising & Proposals in the Pipeline

1. CRC Alternate Report – National Process and Research (UNICEF India Country 

Office)

2. Improving Access to Justice for Children – A proposal for mentoring Legal 

Fellows who will represent children’s cases in two States – Bihar and Rajasthan 

(UNICEF India Country Office)

3. Interventions in the Union territories of Ladakh and Jammu & Kashmir – A 

proposal to support the Child Protection system in the UT of Ladakh, improving 

access to justice for children in UT of J&K (UNICEF J&K and department of Social 

Welfare, UT of Ladakh)

4. Workshops for children HAQ is associated with – Different workshops have 

been held in the past and some are continuing in association with Essai Education 

(a consulting firm). Young students conduct these workshops with children who are 

associated with HAQ on different topics of their interest such as English writing and 

speaking, Theatre, Reproductive health and hygiene, Art & Craft. These students 

raise funds for HAQ through individual donations for the workshops. The proceeds 

go into HAQ’s kitty, while the service provide by the students is free of cost. 



Memberships to various Forums

*NHRC Core Group on Child Rights

*Advisory Committee, Center of Excellence for Child 

Protection, 2021, Rashtriya Raksha University, 

Gandhinagar, Gujarat

*State Inspection Committee

*State Legal Services Authority

*High Level Committee under Section 16 of JJ Act

*WGHR



Changes in HAQ Team

People who have Left

Ms. Sana Sud

Mr. Mukund Madhav Jha

Mr. Shreyans Raniwala

Ms. Richa Saini

Ms. Tamanna Basu

Ms. Aadhya Kaul

Ms. Shivangi Shikhar

Mr. Ashish Kumar

New Joinees

Ms. Shubhangi Sharma

Ms. Monika Shailesh

Ms. Sidra Khan

Ms. Harshita Nayyar

Ms. Anupama Bhardwaj Kalra


